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Kentucky’s War of 1812:
Olympian Springs

The Kentucky Historical Society’s historical marker 1342
in Bath County commemorates the site of Olympian
M e 42 ”“’“L ~ Springs, a famous resort and War of 1812 camp site.
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Originally known as Mud Lick SErlngs the springs’ supposed medicinal properties made
it a popular site. In the early 19™-century, the area was purchased by Col. Thomas Hart,
Henry Clay’s father-in-law. Col. Hart built a hotel, changed the name to Olympian
Springs and promoted the site’s health benefits. As the number of visitors increased,
so, too, did the need for better transportation, and in 1803, the first stagecoach route in
Kentucky was established between the springs and Lexington. One legend holds that
Henry Clay owned and then lost the springs during a poker game.

During the War of 1812, the 28" United States Infantry Regiment camped at the site. In
1833, as cholera ravaged central Kentucky, many Lexington residents visited Olympian
Springs to escape the disease. The resort’s popularity ultimately declined, and by the
mid-1940s it was used for farmland.

Image courtesy of the Kentucky Historical Society.

100 West Broadway | Frankfort, KY 40601 | 502.564.1792 | www.history.ky.gov Km{udgy

"UNBRIDLED SPIRIT:

The Kentucky Historical Society is an agency
of the Kentucky Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabinet.



